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Introduction

The agendaetting function of mass media influences strongly the wediaconsumerghink
(Cooket al, 1983) This is especially trughen it comes to the image we hold of foreign countries
(Manheim &Albritton, 1984).

Now, objectivity is considered as a cornerstone of journaliévtindich, 1998) As we expect an
article to adopt a neutral point of view, editors are thotigb set the news agenda according to
objective criteria so that readef¥vorld views are shaped by nepartisan neutralfactors.

This essay looks deeper into this assumption, assessing the variables that lead to the editorial
decision at the Sun, the Guardian and the Daily Mail. The brands were chosen for their different
political views ad readership, as well as their online search functionalities.

Methodology
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for filtering the results according to the year of publicatiofle search engines returns the number
of articles containing the searched term, notwithstanding its topic or preeminence (e.g. half a first
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The three maps in the annex visually display the three samples, representing each country
according to its weight in th@ewspapers.This essay tries to find the determinants of such an
unequal distribution of media coverage.

The model we use aims at analyzing the variability in the sample using nine variables, each one
linked to a different hypothesis.

1 Hi: Newspapers favodeveloped countries over poorer ones. We test the sample
against the UN Human Development Index, a metavariable aggregatingation
health and wealth. Where HDI value nst calculated (because of war, in Irag or
Somalia, or because of a lack of tinteMontenegro) we take the latest one available
or a composite computed by nddN agencies.

1 Hx: Newspapers cover the places where the national army is involved. We test the
sample against the number of British soldiers deployed (Iraq and Afghanistan only)



1 Hs: In an effort to reach out to their readersgwspapers cover the countries of origin
of foreign minorities in the UK. Data represents the number of forbigm people as
calculated in the 2001 census.

1 Hs Newspapers cover countries closer to London. The sample is tested against the
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1 Hs: Newspapers cover bigger countries. The variable tested is the land area in square

kilometers.

1 Hs: Newspapers cover more populous countries. The variable tested is the population
as of 2000.

1 H:: Newspapers covecountries where governments are strongest. The sample is
tested against government expenditure.

1 Hg Newspapers cover bigger economi¢sKk S al YLX S Aa GSadSR
GDP in purchasing power parity (PPP).

1 Ho: Newspapers follow the agenda set the UN Security Council. The sample is tested
against the number of SC resolutions on each country.

Model 1:Number of Articles a  +* HBI +6,* Number of British Soldiers Deployefi;#
Foreigners in the UK#&; * Distance from London 85 * Area+ bs* Population +&; * Budget
Expenditure ¥5* GDP + * Number of Security Council Resolutions

Findings
An OLS regression was romthe model above using the Stata softwallde data sample used
gra | LINBLRNIAZ2Y 2F S| 0ke D2 dijliiaNiBleQ, &0 tiae @rbphdsdhsS

between brands are made possiblerom the adjusted R2 values, we see that the model explains
almost threequarters of the total variance.

Daily Mail Guardian The Sun

HDI 1.42E02 *** 8.79EQ03 *** 1.53E02 ***
Number of British soldiers deployec 4.92E06 *** 3.51E06 *** 4.24E06 ***
Foreign minority in the UK 8.37E08 *** 6.18E08 *** 6.63E08 ***
Distance from London 1.08E07 -2.66E08 3.32E08

Area 1.84EQ09 *** 1.18EQ9 *** 1.89EQ9 ***
Populaton 2.63E11 *** 1.58E11 *** 3.49E11 ***
Budget Expenditure 2.94E14 *** 2.22E14 *** 2.99E14 ***
GDP -7.11E15 *** -2.25E15 ** -7.94E15 ***
Security Council resolutions 1.46E03 ** 1.52EQ3 *** 1.59EQ3 ***
Constant -9.48EQ3 *** -4.64E03 *** -9.50EQ3 ***
R2 64.08% 75.46% 66.82%

Table 1. Estimates of model 1.

Except for Hand H, all hypotheses were verified. Thevplues (see annex 2 for details),
indicate thatthe evidenceborne bythe coefficientss very robust
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H, not being verified does not mean thaewsrooms are oblivious to the distance of a country
in its coverage. Leaving Australia, New Zealand and South Africa out of the samplesdb#icients
estimates take negative values that are supported by thaloes.

Strikingly, all three newspapeinsse the same set of criteria when it comes to assessing a
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Guardian as an exampleach additional billiordollars poured into the state budgeteads to an
increase incoverage by2.5 articles a year. Nowin a rather countetintuitive way,the model also
finds that coverage decreases as GDP (in purchasing power parity) inciléasetation between
the two onlystandsat 79.8% and therefore does not affect the significance of the results.
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(and the other twonewsroomgives more weight to developed countrie$he ability to have a large
budget stems from sound infrastructure, low corrupti@md the acceptance of taxesithin the
population. The data shows that countriegth the lowest budget/GDP ratio are also poore$he
Democratic Republic of Congo, Cambodia or Bangladesh display rates below to 3%, while the
strongest budgets are found in the social democracies of northern Europe (Cuba is an exception).

Let us now examinghe 23%435% variance left unexplained. Once again, coveliageery
similar between the three brandsTable 2 showsthe eight countries that aremost over or under
represented according to the model abov@ut of a potential 48 namegust six appear onlyonce,
revealing similar editorial choices, beyond the nine variables tested.

The Sun RESELS The Guardian Residuals  The Daily Mail Residuals
1 Spain 0.0261481 France 0.0304046 France 0.0378199
2 | France 0.0218028 Iraq 0.0266128 Iraq 0.0306901
3 South Africa 0.0198471 South Africa 0.0181352 Australia 0.0288237
4 | Portugal 0.0196727 New Zealand 0.0125622 China 0.0194619
5 Australia 0.0185812 Spain 0.0113736 South Africa 0.0193919
6 | China 0.0168424 Israel 0.0108112 Spain 0.0166482
7 Iraq 0.0166139 China 0.0107554 Israel 0.0151995
8 Israel 0.0164092 Iran 0.0096841 Portugal 0.0132033
163 Bangladesh -0.0076031 Ivory Coast -0.0059363 Sudan -0.0073658
164 Sudan -0.0077093 Bosnia and Herzegovina  -0.0061143 Netherlands -0.0095369
165 Afghanistan -0.008733 Germany -0.0081434 Bangladesh -0.0097139
166 United States -0.0087844 Belgium -0.0083159 Germany -0.0129756
167 | Netherlands -0.0103999 Bangladesh -0.0094154 Canada -0.0143051
168 Canada -0.0112987 India -0.0108 Afghanistan -0.016132
169 Japan -0.0131258 Afghanistan -0.0139888 India -0.0177404
170  India -0.0165545 Japan -0.0158086 Japan -0.0197049

Table2. Residuals of the model 1 estimation.

Whereas thantensivecoverage of South Africa, New Zealand and Australia can be explained by
their strong linkswith the United Kingdom,not least in the field of rugby and cricket, it is harder to



interpret the preeminence of Spain, France dadhelat the topand that ofJapan, Germany and the
Netherlands athe bottom. It is hard to think of an objective measure that coulstify sud editorial
choices. What could be considered an important variable, international tradeginBrtplays only a
limited role in the editorial processAccording to the Economist Intelligence Unit (20Ghg UK
traded 3.4 times more with Germany than with Spain.

Commerce rarely gets covere:

Trade in US$ millions
(2000)

Figurel. The UK's main trading p&nersin 2000.

Measuring armed conflicts would nekplainthe biases either. A lovwntensity conflictsuch as
the Israel/Palestine issue (386 deaths in 2007 according to Friedman, i2@0veditosCfavorite bu
pales when compared to the Darfur massacres (400&#¥ualtiesover four yearss a commont
accepted figurg

Interestingly, areas that attract the spotlight for some time fail to build upon their rapidly
gained succesdMlyanmar, for instance,superstar of all front page Sepember 2007 shows
negative residuals (i.e. it is less reported on than the model predicts)diffiaulty for journalists to
produce fresh material from such countries (lackneédia infrastructures, political andpractical
unpleasantness) mightleadto the ared?being dropped from the agenda.

One could formulate the hypothesis that newspapers devote more ressurcoveng
countries with high quality of life. Journalists could well prefer vilghn relatively safe, democratic
and sunny Barcelonand TelAviv rather than in dangerous Khartourar unwelcoming Tokyo.
Ranking countries on such a subjective scale would require opaatitativeinterviews to determine
the tastes and preferences journalists. Then we could state with confidence that the news agenda
is driven in part (which, from the data aboveguld amount to 10% of the total variancg by
journalistlastes before any other consideration.

Conclusion

This analysis aéach countr{ relative coverageshowed that the news agenda was certainly
driven by some objecte measuresfrom land area to population sizélhe model we used
demonstrated that newsroms favored more deveped countriesover poorer ones. Despite not
being able to test for sport variables, such as the number of gaagasst Englanéach country
played or against tradeelated data, well over half the variance was explainktbre analysis
revealed that different newspapers use very similar tricks when it comes to judging each &untry
newsworthiness.



A study of the residuals leads to pondering over the journd@dstssonal tastes in deciding
what isfit to print, providing yet another argnent against Modern Journaliggclaim to objectivity.



Annex 1 : Cartograms
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Figure2. The World according to The Daily Mail

Figure3. The World according to The Guardian

Figure4. The World according to EhSun



